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Do you have an event you’re looking to promote? Need to get the word 
out to Beijing’s expat community? Then there’s no better place to list your 
events than TheBeijinger.com.

Users are able to post their events on TheBeijinger.com free of  
charge. All you need to do is register as a user and you can list as many 
events as you like. Registration also allows you to place ads on the site’s 
Classifi eds section and interact on our TheBeijinger.com discussion 
boards.

If  you want the best of  the city’s events served up in your inbox every 
week, subscribe to the Beijinger’s “7 Days” e-newsletter. Sent out every 
Wednesday evening, “7 Days” gives you the rundown on Beijing’s essential 
gigs, concerts, talks, performances, exhibitions and outdoor activities. The 
newsletter’s sidebar also features weekly competitions, reviews and the 
best of  the Beijinger’s blog.

7 Days – your essential weekly guide to what’s on in Beijing.

Happy New Year. Again. It’s Lunar New Year this time. And 
it’s Valentine’s Day too. The stars have aligned to combine 
millennia of  tradition with the patron saint of  hastily bought 

chocolates and thoughtless greeting cards. It brings forth a mix of  tigers 
and dating, and how could that end badly?

Tigers get a solid thumbs-up. They are one of  the major reasons 
that people fi nd normal cats such a disappointment. They are at least 
half  responsible for ligers and tigons. More proof, if  it were needed, 
is that Tygra was the smartest of  all the Thundercats. And then there’s 
Frosties.  

Dating, on the other hand, is much less clear. That’s because I’m 
English. Prior to Beijing my experience of  dates was from watching 
Friends, and from shopping in Arabic supermarkets. Where I’m from, 
the closest thing to a date is to “take someone out for a drink.” Much 
like the celebration of  births, the toasting of  nuptials and the mourning 
of  the dead, courtship takes place in the pub. There’s no “grabbing a 
bite to eat” or “going to the pictures” unless you’re fully paid-up, card-
carrying going out with someone. Apparently in cosmopolitan Beijing 
such parochial thinking does not cut the mustard. Everyone’s all about 
dating (and brunch, too, but that’s another story). In summary, I can now 
admit to having been on a date but I still know nothing about them. 

I can’t vouch for having been on the fabled date from hell, although 
I don’t think the people I dated can say the same. Sorry. Lots of  you 
seem to have been on your fair share of  bad dates here, though, and no 
group more so than women. Dating in Beijing is not a bed of  roses – 
we get it. This won’t fi x that, but we might give you some ideas where 
to go and be lonely. Now give us a smile. That’s better. 

Jonathan White
Managing Editor

FROM THE EDITOR ON THE WEB

BEIJING BABBLE

LETTERS & NOTES

“The only SOLUTION – kidnap a blond baby.”
– from the thread “How to have a blonde baby for Chinese woman”
 

“Same as it always has been, staring at foreigners.”
– from the thread “What is the Hot Game This Year in Beijing”

 
“My eyelashes already f-ing rule, and they are real, 
wanna give them a tug?”

– from the thread “Eyelash Extension”
 

“Wow...[Rihanna] really does have a big head...still cute 
though.”

– from the thread “New Beautiful People”
 

“Hmm, but how do you know which phone ID is the girl’s, 
and which is the old guy’s next to her?”

– from the thread “Using Bluetooth to Pick Up Gals”
 

“Chinese people have less hair because they are more 
developed.”

– from the thread “The History of  LaoWai”

For more nonsensical narrative, visit
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Caped crusader 
Susu Luo teamed up 
with mild-mannered 
photographer 
Judy Zhou to capture 
this month’s cover 
image.  

GIVETH AWAY

group more so than women. Dating in Beijing is not a bed of  roses – 
we get it. This won’t fi x that, but we might give you some ideas where 

Jonathan White
Managing Editor

Win two tickets for the St. Patrick’s 
Day Irish Ball 2010 on March 13, 
courtesy of  Irish Network China, 
by correctly answering this month’s Trivia 
Travails (p12).

Be the fi rst person to spot 
this month’s Bogus Ad 
and win vouchers for 
Eric Paris Salon 
(worth RMB 300).
E-mail your answers to marketing@thebeijinger.com
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